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" The practice of Christian wars,or rather, let me say, antichristian 
wars, by so-called Christian nations, has been a melancholy impedi- 
ment to the bloodless triumphs of the gospel among the heathen ! 
Listen to the reason assigned by the late emperor of China for re- 
fusing to admit the Christian religion into his empire ? Hear it, O 
Christian people, and blush ! ' Because' said he, 'wherever Christians 
go, they whiten the soil with human bones.' And a Turk, at Jerusalem, 
once said to Mr. Wolf, the missionary, who lately visited this coun- 
try, ' Why do you come to us ?' The missionary replied, ' To bring 
you peace.' ' Peace,' replied the Turk, leading Mr. Wolff to a win- 
dow, and pointing him to Mount Calvary, 'there, upon the very spot 
where your Lord poured out his blood, the Mohammedan is obliged 
to interfere, to prevent Christians from shedding the blood of each 
other!' O! if Christians had but acted out their principles as na- 
tions, and Christianity, as she traversed the different countries, had 
put an end to wars and bloodshed, I verily believe the moral omnip- 
otence of this single feature would have long since convinced the 
heathen world of its heaven-descended origin ; would have opened, 
not only the Chinese empire for the reception of the Prince of 
peace, but also every heathen nation on the globe; for it is well 
known that even the heathen populace regard war as the greatest 
of evils; and for this very reason the heathen people would have 
welcomed Christianity, even where their rulers felt no interest in it. 

" Are we philanthropists, and do we mourn over the miseries in- 
flicted on our race by vice and immorality, by injustice and oppres- 
sion, and, above all, by that mother of all evils, that advocate of all 
violence and oppression, that lasting obstacle to the reign of the 
Redeemer, war? Then let us advocate Sabbath schools to indoctri- 
nate the nation with the principles of the Prince of peace, whose 
religion teaches good-will to man, teaches all to avoid every vice, to 
love justice, and to do unto others as we would that they should do 
unto us." 



PETITION IN BEHALF OF A CONGRESS OF NATIONS. 

BF THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled. 

The undersigned, President and Executive Committee of the 
American Peace Society, by the authority, and in behalf of that 
Society, present the following petition : 

Your petitioners, being more persuaded than ever, that the fre- 
quency of war may be lessened, its sufferings abated, and the cus- 
tom of war finally banished from the community of free and 
enlightened nations and a more equitable, safe and cheap method 
for settling international disputes substituted in its place, would 
once more call the attention of your Honorable Bodies to that most 
important subject, — a Congress of Nations. They have nothing to 
add to the unanswerable arguments of former petitions on this sub- 
ject, and they lament that the short duration of the last session of 
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Congress prevented the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to whom 
their own, and many other petitions on the subject were referred, 
from making a report on the answer of your petitioners, and others 
from different parts of the Union, to the objections to this great and 
benevolent enterprise, which were brought against it by the report 
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the preceding session of 
Congress. The Committee were probably so much occupied with 
the many important subjects brought before them during the short 
session of Congress, that they had not time thoroughly to examine 
the subject. If they had examined it, they probably would have come 
to the same result with the legislature of Massachusetts, who two 
years ago almost unanimously recommended the subject to the at- 
tention of Congress by a report and resolves sent on last year to the 
Executive of the United States, which want of time probably pre- 
vented him from laying before Congress. 

The question of our North-Eastern boundary is still unsettled 
and is likely to remain so for years to come ; and may bring on a 
war between two of the most enlightened nations in the world, — a 
war, which so far from settling the question, would only encumber 
it with new difficulties to be settled by another umpire, whose de- 
cision would be as liable to be rejected as the last ; and thus it may 
continue to be the bone of contention between the two countries, 
until they see the futility of expecting an individual, however learned 
and discriminating, to settle a question which may require the united 
wisdom of a whole bench of judges, long used to weigh conflicting 
evidences in the scales of justice, and from their exalted situation, 
elevated above all national and political feelings, and able not only 
to give a right decision, but to make that decision plain and satis- 
factory to the parties concerned, and to the world at large. The 
opinion has been expressed by some of the Ex-Governors of the 
State of Maine, that had such a Court of Nations as that which we 
contemplate existed, the difficulties of our North- Eastern boundary 
would long ago have been settled to our entire satisfaction. 

The plan proposed by your petitioners is two-fold. One part con- 
sists in a Congress of Ambassadors from all those Christian and 
civilized nations who may choose to be represented there, for the 
purpose of settling such points of the law of nations, as they may 
be able to agree upon, in a mutual treaty between all the powers 
represented, which, like any other treaty, might be ratified or 
rejected by the nations concerned. The other part is the organi- 
zation by that Congress, of a Court of Nations for the adjustment of 
such cases of international difficulties as might be brought before it 
by the mutual consent of any two or more conflicting nations, with- 
out resort to arms. This is the outline of our plan. The details 
may be filled up by the wisdom of the present and succeeding ages. 
The whole plan may be adopted, or either part of it$ for one is not 
necessarily dependent on the other. They may exist separately, or 
both together, as should be thought best. But the two great ob- 
jects should never be lost sight of, viz., 1st. The settlement of the 
principles of international law by compact and agreement after 
mature deliberation; leaving them no longer to be decided by the 
conflicting opinions of unauthorized writers on the law of nations. 
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2d. Some better method than the sword, or occasional arbitration, 
for the settlement of the disputes of Christian and civilized nations; 
such as a high Court composed of the most celebrated civilians and 
jurisconsults of the countries represented in a Congress of Na- 
tions. The plan is so simple, and the evils to be remedied so great, 
that the only difficulty seems to be in making men believe that so 
great a cure can be performed by such simple means, which, after 
all, is but a step or two in the increasing practice of arbitrating inter- 
national difficulties. 

This subject has been much discussed in New England and 
New York ; and, where best understood, it is most appreciated. It 
has also received the attention of the British public, and has been 
agitated on the continent of Europe. Should the government of 
these United States invite Great Britain and France to join in this 
great and benevolent enterprise, and these three powers only should 
commence the work, most of the other powers of Europe and the 
South American republics would soon follow; and a new era would 
dawn on the world, right would take the place of might, wars in 
a great measure would cease in Christendom, and peace and hap- 
piness would generally pervade the world. 

The American Peace Society is not alone in this affair, as is 
abundantly testified by the numerous petitions presented to the two 
last sessions of Congress on this subject, not only by Peace Societies, 
but by men who are not members of any Peace Society, but who 
desire the happiness of their fellow-creatures, and the honor and 
prosperity of their country ; and we expect that numerous petitions 
will be presented to Congress at their present session, if our fellow- 
citizens have not become discouraged by the neglect of their peti- 
tions last winter; for almost every one who understands the subject, 
readily gives his assent to it. 

Deeply impressed with these views of the subject, your petitioners 
humbly pray that their petition may be committed to a special 
Committee, with directions to examine and report on the subject. 



Prize Essays on a Congress of Nations, making a large and splendid volume, of 
great importance to our cause, will be ready for subscribers in a few days. 

&5=* Petitions should continue to be sent to Congress as extensively as possible. 
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